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Black lives matter. As we address racism, 
we must talk about the unborn ones, too 
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Black lives matter. 

That statement, now ubiquitous, was once controversial because it seemed 

exclusive. 

But in the wake of George Floyd’s killing, as the nation grapples with its latest 

racial reckoning, those words are a reminder that the lives of those historically 

marginalized have always  

And we should say so. 

For one thing, it should compel us to pursue reforms that improve racial equity in 

policing. 

That should include but is not limited to increasing oversight of police 

departments, demanding transparency in police shootings, reining in police unions 

and their influence over policy decisions, improving training and protocols with a 

focus on de-escalation, and prosecuting officers who abuse their power — 

whatever the race of their victims. 

We must also take a hard look at the other public policies, programs and industries 

that have a disproportionate and deleterious impact on people of color. 

That includes what has become the holy grail of contemporary politics: abortion. 

If racism in America is difficult to discuss because it makes us uncomfortable, the 

same is true about abortion and its outsize impact on Black people — born and 

unborn. 

Black people have consistently constituted about 13 percent of the U.S. population; 

in 2014, 36 percent of all abortions were performed on Black women. 

In Texas, the percentage of Black women who receive abortions is lower than that 

of white and Hispanic women, but at 26 percent, it’s still twice the percentage of 

Black people in the state. 
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As Jason Riley has noted on multiple occasions in the Wall Street Journal, in parts 

of the country, such as New York City, thousands more black babies are aborted 

than born alive each year. 

Even for abortion advocates, those numbers should be appalling. 

Still, proponents of abortion often attribute those data to the reality that Black 

women are disproportionately poorer than their white counterparts and therefore 

less able to carry the financial burden of an unplanned pregnancy. But the statistics 

hold up even when controlling for income. Black unborn of all socio-economic 

backgrounds are disproportionately erased from existence. 

Black pro-lifers are often treated as if they don’t exist, too. Their stories and voices 

receive short shrift by a media that minimizes their experiences, ignores the 

diversity of their backgrounds, religious views, political affiliations and goals, and 

disparages them as tools of the white, conservative right. If you haven’t heard 

from Alveda King, Katrina Jackson, Catherine Davis or Ben Watson, look them 

up. 

There have even been attempts to link the pro-life movement to white supremacy, 

a narrative as absurd as it is flimsy, given that eugenics (weeding out undesirables) 

has always been a justification for abortion. 

And while Planned Parenthood may not intentionally end more Black lives than 

white lives, that is indisputably what it does. 

We should call it what it is — discriminatory, bigoted, racist. 

Before his political ambitions degraded his position on abortion, even the Rev. 

Jesse Jackson recognized as much. In 1977 he wrote: “If something can be 

dehumanized through the rhetoric used to describe it, then the major battle has 

been won. … That is why the Constitution called us three-fifths human. ... Those 

advocates of taking life prior to birth do not call it killing or murder; they call it 

abortion. They further never talk about aborting a baby because that would imply 

something human.” 

It is wrong to see any person as less than human, whether a man on the street, or a 

baby in the womb. 

Black lives matter. 

All of them. The born and the unborn. 

That isn’t controversial. We shouldn’t be afraid to say so. 
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